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PHMSA is awarding $60,000,000 to states through its State Pipeline Safety Base Grant programs for natural 
gas and hazardous liquid pipelines and $4,921,433 in Underground Natural Gas Storage Grants for FY 2022 
to support states’ operating costs for inspecting and enforcing pipeline safety regulations for natural gas 
and hazardous liquid pipelines and underground natural gas storage facilities. State pipeline safety 
programs enhance safety by conducting inspections, enforcing the pipeline safety regulations, conducting 
incident investigations, and taking corrective actions to ensure the safety and integrity of pipelines under 
their safety authority.    

State Pipeline Safety Base and Underground Natural Gas Storage Grants are part of PHMSA’s effort to 
strengthen and retain the federal-state pipeline safety partnership that has existed for many years to 
improve safety and reduce risk involved with pipeline transportation.   
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PHMSA is awarding $1,663,516 in support of projects in 20 states to continue its commitment to the 
federal/state partnership in pipeline safety and the Agency’s support for their local presence in protecting 
the public from pipeline incidents and preventing excavation damage. PHMSA has distributed over $21 
million in State Damage Prevention Grants since the program’s inception in 2008. PHMSA annually awards 
grants for state damage prevention to strengthen a state’s efforts in addressing pipeline failures 
attributed to activities such as excavation damage, one of the leading causes of pipeline accidents 
resulting in fatality or injury.  
 
Additionally, State Damage Prevention Grants are also used to assist states in establishing damage 
prevention programs where they do not currently exist. State Damage Prevention Grants are designed to 
establish comprehensive state programs to prevent excavation damage to underground pipeline facilities 
in states that lack these programs and to improve damage prevention programs in states where these 
programs already exist. PHMSA offers State Damage Prevention Grants to encourage states to continue 
implementing the nine elements of an effective damage prevention program, which include the use of 
effective communications, partnerships, fair and consistent enforcement, training, and technology to help 
minimize the possibility of negative consequences resulting from excavation damage and inadvertent 
contact with underground pipelines.  
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PHMSA is awarding $1,108,713 in One-Call Grants in support of 36 state damage pipeline damage prevention 
projects in 27 states. One-Call Grants are designed to improve multiple aspects of state One-Call notification 
systems, including participation, overall quality and effectiveness, record retention and recording capabilities, 
compliance and enforcement, public information and education, communications structures that link the 
systems, developing technologies to locate underground utility facilities, and training personnel. One-Call 
Grants provide funding to state agencies to facilitate their efforts in promoting damage prevention, such as 
changes to their state underground damage prevention laws, related compliance activities, training, and 
public education. One-Call Grants enhance public safety, protect the environment, minimize risks to 
excavators, and prevent disruption of vital utility services by reducing excavation damages to underground 
facilities.   
 



7 | P a g e  
 

PHMSA is awarding $2,157,157 of Fiscal Year (FY) 2022 funding in support for 16 projects in nine 
states through its Technical Assistance Grants (TAG) program.  The TAG program provides funding 
to local communities and non-profit organizations for technical assistance for local groups and 
communities related to pipeline safety issues. 
 
TAG funding may be used to help with engineering or other specific analyses of pipeline safety 
issues, help promote public participation in official proceedings, and increase the scope and quality 
of public participation in the safe development and operation of pipelines located in and around 
communities. Informed communities play a vital role in the safety and reliability of pipeline 
operations; pipeline safety is a shared responsibility.  The TAG program targets local communities 
and nonprofit organizations to advance safety through technical assistance, best practice 
guidance, and outreach and training programs.   
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PHMSA is awarding $4,793,554 (combined) to five universities as part of its Competitive Academic 
Agreement Program (CAAP) to research new ideas and technologies that will improve the safety of 
the Nation’s energy pipeline infrastructure. The pipeline safety research projects will support 
PHMSA’s mission by promoting technological advancement, increased innovation, and knowledge 
dissemination to enhance pipeline safety in four research topic areas: Excessive Cathodic Protection 
(CP) on Vintage Pipelines, Development of Structural Liner Material, Pipeline Infrastructure 
Modernization – Hydrogen Network and Determination of Potential Impact Radius (PIR) for Carbon 
Dioxide (CO2) Pipelines.  
 
CAAP was created to introduce undergraduate and graduate students to common pipeline integrity 
challenges and demonstrate how their engineering or technical backgrounds might contribute to 
the field of pipeline safety.  The goal of the CAAP is to spur innovation and solutions to pipeline 
safety challenges facing the Nation’s pipeline infrastructure through academic research and 
university student involvement.  The projects will further promote industry investment in solutions 
that improve pipeline safety and protect the environment.   
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PHMSA is awarding $1,036,159 in Pipeline Emergency Response Grants (PERG) to six recipients in 
support of incident response activities related to the transportation of gas or hazardous liquids by 
pipeline in high consequence areas. The PERG is a new financial assistance program that is designed 
to encourage a comprehensive approach to emergency planning and training by incorporating the 
unique challenges of responding to pipeline emergency situations. The grants are awarded on a 
discretionary basis and are based on an identified need to train responders affected by pipeline 
incidents. The goal of this program is to promote responder training and community involvement 
in pipeline emergency response preparedness and response efforts, particularly in high 
consequence areas. Congress provided up to $2.5 million for the PERG through the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act of 2021 (Pub. L. 116-260). 
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